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Oneida’s growth 'fascinating 


By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

ONEIDA — Multiple cultures, reli¬ 
gions and economic levels survive in this 
rural setting, where a sense of community 
goes beyond physical borders. 

Oneida was settled about 1821 when 
members of the Oneida Indian Tribe mi¬ 
grated from New York. Their economic 
base was hunting, farming and logging. 

"They were small farms, and they 
raised their own food," said Amelia Cor¬ 
nelius, historian and member of the 

tribe s busi¬ 
ness commit¬ 
tee. "A lot of 
their extra in¬ 
come came from picking berries, w r hich 
they’d take to De Fere and Sevmour to 
sell.” 

Non-Indians who settled in the area 
near the end of the 1800s also farmed. 

Although the community technically is 
in Outagamie County, residents said they 
identify more with Green Bay, 13 miles 
away in Brown County. 

The feeling of community here defies 
physical boundaries. The Oneida Indian 
Reservation extends beyond the core 
community in Outagamie County to the 
town of Hobart in Brown County. The 
Oneidas regard any tribal members living 
in this general area as neighbors. 

"We’re all kind of interrelated — not 
necessarily by blood, but there’s a close¬ 
ness in the community," said Judy Corne¬ 
lius, 3812 N. County Line Road. 

The tribe is a major presence. Tribal 
planning department figures show' Onei¬ 
das comprise more than 70 percent of the 
population. The tribe employs more than 
800 people in retail, gaming and service- 
oriented businesses and agencies. 

A variety of small businesses, tribal 
and non-tribal, operate in the communi¬ 
ty. There is a library, post office, museum, 
nursing home, and health and activity 
centers. The Norbert Hill Center, 3000 
Seminary Road, is headquarters for the 
tribe. 

"It’s been kind of fascinating here the 
last 10 to 12 years because the tribe has 
grown so much," Judy Cornelius said. 

Many Indian and non-Indian residents 
who don’t work for the tribe work in 
Green Bay’s paper mills. 

Housing includes long-standing home¬ 
steads, tribal developments and new 
homes springing up on the outskirts of 
the community. 

Children in Oneida attend classes in 
five different school districts. Five 
churches serve Episcopal, Catholic, As¬ 
sembly of God, United Methodist, Lu¬ 
theran and Indian religions. 

Such diversity can be a stumbling 
block to community unity, Mary Claire 
Schroeder said. She and her husband 
Bruce, both Oneida natives, own and op¬ 
erate Schroeder’s Market, 127 Service 
Road. 

"It’s so diverse I think it's hard for peo¬ 
ple to get together on a social basis," she 
said. "You’ve got different socio-econom¬ 
ic, cultural and religious backgrounds." 

But Schroeder said relative harmony 
exists between Indian and non-Indian 
residents of Oneida. 

"My husband and I have always ap¬ 
proached it as these are our customers, 
our neighbors, our friends," she said. 
"We’ve never really made the distinction 
between Indian and non-Indian." 

Cliff Webster is recreation director at 
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Indian culture: Brian Doxtator of holds a doll used in healing by 
the Oneida Community Library the Pueblo Tribe in New Mexico. 


The Oneida file 

I Population: 715, estimated in 1987. 

Mass transit: The Do Do bus is a 
popular form of transportation in Onei¬ 
da. Do Do means grandparent in the 
Oneida language. The bus is a service 
provided through the Oneida Indian 
Tribe's transit system. 

The bus takes senior citizens to 
meal sites and to do any necessary 
shopping they might otherwise not get 
out to do 


Oneida 


Outagamie 

County 


grams, including food distribution, activ¬ 
ities and meals for senior citizens, alcohol 
and drug abuse programs for adults, and 
group home placement for juveniles. 

Born in California, David Webster 
came to Oneida to take advantage of in¬ 
creased economic opportunities offered 
by growing tribal enterprises. 

He said tribal economic development 
offers a boost to the entire community. 
About 20 percent of tribal employees are 
non-Indians, a business committee mem¬ 
ber said. 

"It’s a close community in a rural atmo¬ 
sphere an active community with a lot 
of things going on all the time," David 
Webster said. 


the Oneida Nations Memorial Building, 
or civic center. 2913 Art ley St. He wmks 
with people of all ages, Indian and non- 
Indian, through the center’s different 
programs. 

"I haven’t seen as much discrimination 
in the pa&t few years," the lifelong Onei¬ 
da resident said. "I attribute that to local 
kids growing up together and intermin¬ 
gling.” 

Judy Cornelius is proud of the econom¬ 
ic strides her tribe has taken and thinks 
Oneida is a great place to live. 

"I always thought it was a good place 
to raise a family," she said. "I lived in De¬ 
troit until I was 10 and I hated this place 
at first — being way out in the boonies. 

"After I grew up and had children of 
my own I appreciated it." she said. 

David Webster administers tribal pro- 


■ Next week: Shawano 

























